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It Takes a Village
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Tall Trees at Runway Ends Can Be Dangerous 

State directed the towns around the airports with language that “may” produce zoning ordinances to 
encourage compatible use around the airports

Law changed the language to “shall” to mandate the towns to institute overlay zone
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Aviation Process Has Been Disrupted

Asks for 
FAA’s 

Financial 
Assistance

FAA Grant 
Assurance No. 

20: Hazard 
Removal and 

Mitigation

Community 
Needs an 
Airport

As a Quid Pro 
Quo, the FAA asks 
the Community to 

Take on Certain 
Obligations

RI State Laws 
Meet the 

Requirement and 
Allows Eminent 

Domain 

RIAC 
Introduces a 

Bill to  
Clarify the 
Language

In 2016, a 
Lawsuit was 

Filed Alleging 
”RIDOT Lacks 

Avigation 
Easement 
Authority”

Judge Orders 
Injunction to 

Block the  
Easement and 
Tree Removal
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All Three Lines of Defense Have Failed in Rhode Island

Westerly, Smithfield, Lincoln have 

overlay zones but Warwick, 

Middletown, Portsmouth, Newport, 

North Kingstown, New Shoreham, and 

North Smithfield do not

Currently, stuck in legal 
process

The FAA will pay for the first time 

cutting of the tree but the next time it 
will be up to RIAC to pay for it

Request the FAA for $7.3M to Mitigate 

1800 Points of Penetration

First Line of Defense

Town’s Zoning Protection

Second Line of Defense

Neighbors to Accept a Payment (FAA)

Third Line of Defense

Law Allows Eminent Domain

Relocate Thresholds 

No

No

No


